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Flung from Viennato Chile by war or love, agroup of Jewish families settle in aremote corner of the world
and try to adapt to their new home. Magical images of childhood appear alongside the painful memories of a
sensitive Jewish girl growing up amongst Nazi colonizers. In this unique memoir, renowned poet, fiction
writer, critic, and activist Marjorie Agosin writesin the voice of her mother, Frida, the daughter of European
Jewish immigrants, living in Chile in the years before, during, and after World War 11. Frida recounts stories
from her family's Jewish/Chilean history: of her father, who had to leave Viennain 1920 because he fell in
love with a Christian cabaret dancer; of her paternal grandmother, who came to Chile later with a number
tattooed on her arm; and of her great grandmother, an immigrant from Odessa, who learned to speak Spanish
in Chile and loved the language so much that she repeated its harmonious sounds even in her sleep. Frida's
stories of the past soften the realities of present times, when some immigrants from Germany <till display
portraits of Hitler m their homes and Jews still remain, after two generations, strangersin their own land.
These stories are permeated with the shadow of faraway war in Europe, which haunts Fridas dreamsand isa
vivid presence in the everyday life in this Chilean town. For Fridathe cross and the star of the title cometo
define two worlds that are for her distinct, yet inexorably entwined. Agosin's poetic reflections revea a
culture and a landscape little-known outside of her native land, explore the boundaries of "voice", and create
amoving testament to endurance and to the power of memory and of words.
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Review

Human-rights activist Agosin (Spanish/Wellesley Coall.; Always from Somewhere Else, 1998, etc.) explores
divergent veins of cultural identity in the face of brutality and alienation in a rhapsodic and provocative
memoir. As ayoung Jewish girl whose family had fled the Holocaust, Agosin was keenly aware of her
difference from the surrounding Chilean society: The overwhelmingly Catholic populace reacted to her faith
with nonplussed bigotry. Within her separate community, though, her difference became afount of sensual
delight and inspirational faith, fueled by familia closeness. Her childhood seems to passin an aternation
between alushly idyllic genteel poverty and the hard anti-Semitism endemic among citizens of a country that
covertly supported the Third Reich. Agosin is adensely allusive writer, but underneath the poetic prose often
lurk ideas that are stark and direct: "My mother played in a vanished world of things and objects lost in
time." In 1973, when Pinochets junta assassinated President Allende (afriend of Agosin's family), her family
fled Chile for Georgia, where linguistic and cultural displacement and the staring incomprehension she
inspired as a Jewish Latina further traumatized the adolescent Agosin. In reflecting the adol escents yearning
for what she haslost, her narrative here turns spookier: Her outcast friends resemble afamily of crazies; the
obese patrons of a Southern amusement park become a horror show. Finaly, she rediscovers herself in the
secret democracies of books and language, finding through writing in both English and Spanish the power to
re-create what politics and exile have stripped from her. Throughout, Agosin's language returns to
explorations of color, natural bounty, and minute recollections of lost foods, environs, stimuli, and ritual.
Though clearly rooted in Latin American veins of magic realism, particularly Neruda, her formidible prose
also evokes contemporary detail-oriented fantasists like Grace Paley and Stuart Dybek. Agosin's couragein
tackling thorny topics - Jewish diaspora, cultural estrangement, Latin American fascism - renders a highly
personal narrative powerful and appealing. --Kirkus Associates, LP. About the Author

Marjorie Agosin (born 1955) is an award-winning poet, essayist, fiction writer, activist, and professor. Sheis
aprolific author: her published books, including those she has written as well as those she has edited,
number over eighty. Her two most recent books are both poetry collections, The Light of Desire/ LaLuz del
Deseo, trandated by Lori Marie Carlson (Swan |sle Press, 2009), and Secrets in the Sand: The Young
Women of Juérez, trandated by Celeste K ostopul os-Cooperman (White Pine Press, 2006), about the female
homicidesin Ciudad Juérez. She teaches Spanish language and Latin American literature at Wellesley
College. She has won notability for her outspokenness for women rightsin Chile. The United Nations has
honored her for her work on human rights. She also won many important literary awards. The Chilean
government awarded her with the Gabriela Mistral Meda of Honor for Life Achievement in 2002. Agosin
was born in 1955 to Moises and Frida Agosin in Chile, where she lived her childhood in a German
community.
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