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The Brothers Karamazov is the final novel by the Russian author Fyodor Dostoevsky, and is generally
considered the culmination of his life's work. Dostoevsky spent nearly two years writing The Brothers
Karamazov, which was published as a serial in The Russian Messenger and completed in November 1880.
Dostoevsky intended it to be the first part in an epic story titled The Life of a Great Sinner, but he died less
than four months after its publication.

The book portrays a parricide in which each of the murdered man's sons share a varying degree of
complicity. On a deeper level, it is a spiritual drama of moral struggles concerning faith, doubt, reason, free
will and modern Russia. Dostoevsky composed much of the novel in Staraya Russa, which is also the main
setting of the novel.
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Review
Dostoyevsky paints like Rembrandt, and his portraits are artistically so powerful and often so perfect that
even if they lacked the depths of thought that lie behind them and around them, I believe that Dostoyevsky
would still be the greatest of all novelists. Andre Gide" About the Author
Fyodor Dostoevsky wrote The Brothers Karamazov, Crime and Punishment, The Idiot, and many other
novels. Susan McReynolds Oddo is Director of Undergraduate Studies and Associate Professor of Slavic
Languages and Literatures at Northwestern University. She is the author of Redemption and the Merchant
God: Dostoevsky's Economy of Salvation and Antisemitism. Her articles have appeared in Philosophy and
Literature, Partisan Review, Dostoevsky Studies, and Literary Imagination.
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